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Background

The rapid growth of Al, cloud technologies, and digital transformation is reshaping global
economies, creating both opportunities and challenges for IsDB Member Countries.

Against this backdrop, the 5™ IsDB Startups & Innovation Pitch Competition 2026 will
host a high-level Knowledge Dialogue to position the IsDB Group as a catalyst for
responsible and inclusive innovation across the OIC region.

The session will bring together policymakers, global experts, development finance
institutions, and ecosystem builders to explore how Al, digital infrastructure, and blended
finance can support startups and SMEs.

Objectives

® Highlight the potential of Al and digital technologies for inclusive economic
development.

@® Showcase best practices and global experiences in building innovation ecosystems in
emerging markets.

® Explore co-investment, blended finance, and partnership opportunities to scale
startups across IsDB Member Countries.

@ Promote dialogue on enabling requlatory frameworks, data ecosystems, and
innovation policies.

® Strengthen the I1sDB Group's role in Al-enabled development and startup support
globally.
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